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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
Sixteenth Report — “Review of Auditor General Reports: Selected Reports 2015–2018” — Tabling 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale) [10.12 am]: I present for tabling the sixteenth report of the Public Accounts Committee 
titled “Review of Auditor General Reports: Selected reports 2015–2018”. 
[See paper 3620.] 
Dr A.D. BUTI: The foreword of the report states — 

Put directly and simply, the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) scrutinises value for money—economy, 
efficiency and effectiveness—in public spending, and generally holds the Government, public servants 
and statutory bodies to account for the delivery of public services. 
The PAC has the power to examine the financial affairs and accounts of government agencies, statutory 
bodies and Government Trading Enterprises. We also have the power to inquire into and report to the 
Legislative Assembly on any matter which: (a) we deem necessary to investigate; (b) is referred to us by 
a Minister; or (c) is referred to us by the Auditor General. 
In relation to the Auditor General, the PAC and the Office of the Auditor General have demonstrated 
a shared commitment towards improving the quality of public administration in Western Australia. 
We enjoy a good relationship with the Auditor General, Ms Caroline Spencer, and her officers, which is 
significant and necessary, as the Office of the Auditor General plays a critical role in public administration 
by examining how effectively public sector agencies implement government policies and programs. As 
part of this role, the Auditor General’s team routinely conduct performance audits, which can highlight 
examples of good practice or identify deficiencies in an agency’s operations and procedures. 
Performance audit reports generally include recommendations designed to help the audited agency 
address identified shortcomings, thereby facilitating a more efficient use of public money. Yet there is no 
formal requirement for agencies to provide a response to these recommendations and the Auditor General 
has no authority to demand one. 
Consequently, the PAC undertakes agency follow-ups, to find out what actions agencies have taken in response 
to the audit recommendations. Depending on the adequacy of these responses, the Committee can issue a report 
with its own recommendations requesting further action around issues raised in the audit or the follow-up. 
In conducting follow-ups of performance audit reports, our approach is based on a triage methodology 
that assigns a follow-up rating based on five criteria: (a) program or policy cost; (b) public interest; 
(c) criticality of audit findings; (d) level of urgency; and (e) level of commitment and detail provided by 
the audited agency in its initial response (which is usually included in the performance audit report). 
This ‘omnibus’ report continues the Committee’s review of performance audit reports tabled by the 
Auditor General in 2015–2018. It deals with 34 reports tabled by the Auditor General, and stands 
alongside the five reports tabled in 2019 and 2020 on follow-ups of individual performance audits. 
In concluding I would like to acknowledge the collaborative working relationship of our Committee 
and thank my fellow Committee members: Mr Dean Nalder, Deputy Chair and Member for Bateman; 
Mrs Lisa O’Malley, Member for Bicton; Mr Simon Millman, Member for Mount Lawley; and  
Mr Vince Catania, Member for North West Central, for their diligence and hard work. Further, on behalf 
of the Committee, I would like to thank our secretariat: Principal Research Officer Dr Alan Charlton and 
Research Officer Dr Sam Hutchinson for their excellent assistance and dedication. 

We have a very learned secretariat; they both have PhDs. That concludes that report. 
Fifteenth Report — “Annual Report” — Tabling 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale) [10.17 am]: I also present for tabling the fifteenth report of the Public Accounts 
Committee titled “Annual Report 2019–2020”. 
[See paper 3621.] 
Dr A.D. BUTI: The foreword of the report states — 

As Chair of the Public Accounts Committee, I present for tabling the Committee’s Annual Report for the 
2019–2020 financial year, our final full I year of operation in the 40th Parliament. 

The Committee has a broad remit as outlined in Standing Orders 285 and 286 of the Legislative Assembly, 
which are included in full at Appendix One. Notably, SO 286(4) states that the Committee may 
‘consider whether the objectives of public expenditure are being achieved, or may be achieved  
more economically.’ 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013620a1de04d1ae113a7e7482585e000096c99/$file/3620.pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4013621aba2c8f9dedf78ac9482585e000096cb8/$file/3621.pdf
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In the first half of the 20192020 financial year, we focused on concluding our inquiry into the effectiveness 
of policy frameworks governing public sector contract management, agency compliance with these 
policies, current public sector contract management capability, and steps that might be taken to improve 
contract management performance. We tabled our inquiry report—Knowing What Good Looks Like: 
Challenges in managing major public sector contracts—on 28 November 2019. We made 42 findings and 
30 recommendations to the Government on issues ranging from simplifying the public sector procurement 
framework, enhancing oversight, clarifying the State Solicitor’s Office role in the contracting process, 
improving training for contract management practitioners, and considering other measures in the 
procurement process such as social impact. 

For a significant part of the second half of the reporting financial year, the Committee has operated in 
a COVID-19 pandemic environment which has required adaptations to normal work practices, including 
holding some online meetings. But we have continued our work, including holding closed exploratory 
hearings on the Government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The transcripts of these hearings 
have now been made public. 

Discharging our vital role of inquiring into the expenditure of public money has again been facilitated by 
a strong and positive relationship with the Office of the Auditor General, and with the Auditor General, 
Ms Caroline Spencer. This financial year, as in previous financial years we have conducted follow-up 
hearings in response to audit reports.  

Towards the end of 2019-2020 financial year, we agreed to conduct an inquiry into the use of State 
funding by the West Australian Football Commission. Our report on this inquiry is scheduled to be tabled 
in November 2020.  

In concluding this Chair’s Foreword, I am delighted to say that every report we have tabled in the 
40th Parliament, has been adopted by the Committee unanimously. This is a reflection on the professionalism, 
discipline and bipartisanship of my fellow committee members: Mr Dean Nalder, Deputy Chair and 
Member for Bateman, Mrs Lisa O’Malley, Member for Bicton, Mr Simon Millman, Member for 
Mount Lawley, and Mr Vince Catania, Member for North West Central.  

I thank them, as I do our wonderful, hard-working and diligent secretariat: Principal Research Officer Dr Alan 
Charlton and Research Officer Dr Sam Hutchinson. Also I make special mention of Mr Timothy Hughes, 
who served as Principal Research Officer until his departure on 26 July 2019 to take up a position at the 
Office of the Auditor General. 

We have such a close relationship that we did a bit of a swap. We got Dr Alan Charlton and it got Mr Timothy Hughes. 
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